
Trumbull County 
Court of Common Pleas 

Probate Division 
Courthouse, First Floor 

161 High Street, NW 
Warren, Ohio 44481-1006 

 

Dear Colleague: 

On October 4, 2024, the 43rd  Annual Probate Practice 
Seminar will be held at Robins Theatre, 160 East 
Market Street, Warren, Ohio. 

We have applied with the Ohio Supreme Court Com-
mission on Legal Education for 6.50 CLE credit hours, 
including 1.75 credit hours of professional conduct for 
this program. 

The cost of the seminar, if paid by September 20, 
2024, is $70.00.  After September 20, 2024, the cost is 
$75.00.  The cost for paralegals, secretaries, and other 
legal professionals will be $45.00. After September 
20, 2024, the cost is $50.00.  The registration fee co-
vers a PDF course manual, breakfast, lunch, and re-
freshments.   

The probate seminar manual will only be available at 
www.trumbullprobate.org one week prior to seminar 
to download or print.  No Wi-Fi will be available at 
seminar.  

Please make check payable to TCBA Probate   

Practice Seminar.  Return your registration form 

and check to Executive Director,  Trumbull County 

Bar Association, P.O. Box 4222, 120 High Street, 

NW, Lower Level, Warren, Ohio 44482.  Please 

mark your lunch preference. If  you  have any ques-

tions, please contact the Trumbull County Bar As-

sociation at  330-675-2415. 

Registration will be accepted on a first-come, first-

served basis.   All attendees must be pre-registered. No 

walk-ins will be accepted. 

Very truly yours,                                                                        

 
Judge James A. Fredericka 
Trumbull County Probate Court 

  

AGENDA 
7:30 a.m. - 8:00 a.m.  Check-in 

 
08:00 a.m. - 9:15 a.m. 

Magistrate John T. Shorts 

Magistrate Christopher J. Schiavone 

Magistrate Emily Clark Weston 

Trumbull County Probate Court 

Probate Court Updates 

 

9:15 a.m. - 10:15 a.m. 

Joseph Ferraro, Director, Family Wealth 

Western Reserve Trust Company 

Current Trends in Estate Planning and Trusts 

  

10:15 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.   Break  

 

 10:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 

Justice R. Patrick DeWine  

Supreme Court of Ohio 

 Ohio Lawyers Making a Difference 

  

11:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.    Lunch Break 

 

12:00 p.m. - 12:45 p.m. 

Adria Rovnyak 

Glenbeigh Center of Niles 

Trauma 101 (Coping with Stress) 

  

12:45  p.m. –1:45 p.m. 

Hon. James T. Walther  

President of the National College of Probate Judges  

and the Ohio Association of Probate Judges 

 10 Probate Lessons Learned from The Princess Bride Movie 

 

1:45 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.   Refreshment Break 

  

2:00 p.m. - 3:15 p.m. 

Hon. Robert N. Rusu, Jr. 

Mahoning County Probate Court 

Hon.  Kim Kellogg-Martin 

Logan County Family Court 

Hon. Thomas A. Swift 

Trumbull County Probate Court (Retired) 

 Current Topics in Probate 

  

3:15 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

Hon. James A. Fredericka 

Trumbull County Probate Court 

Case Law Update 

  

QUESTIONNAIRE 

     

Please return with your 

registration form: 

Please provide probate-related 

questions for Magistrates John T. 

Shorts, Christopher J. Schiavone, 

and Emily Clark Weston. 

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________ 



 

 

Robins Theatre 
160 E. Market Street 

Warren, Ohio 

 

 

 
The 43rd Annual Probate  

Practice Seminar is 
Presented in  

Cooperation with the  
Trumbull County Bar Association  

 

Magistrate Christopher Schiavone 
 President 

 
Magistrate Kara Leonard Stanford  

Vice President 
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Manual will be available at  
www.trumbullprobate.org 

one week prior to seminar to  
download or print 

No Wi-Fi available at seminar  
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